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WINTER 3* JANUARY 18,2010 CONNECTING THE CAMPUS • CREATING DIALOGUE
Remembering the Radical Martin Luther King, Jr.
en Martin Luther King, Jr. is spoken 
of in general and celebrated on his 
holiday in particular, there are usually 
a few aspects of his life and legacy 
that I hear emphasized: his “I Have a 
Dream” speech and his “Letters from 
the Birmingham Jail”, and his long 
abiding commitment to nonviolent 
resistance as an approach to ending 
unjust and racist policies and practices 
in the United States are especially 
emphasized.
O pinion By Justin West
While it is true that these events are key points of his 
life that should be remembered, we would be doing a 
disservice to King if in doing so we failed to remember 
the more radical side of King’s life that surfaced in the 
late 1960s, a time period in which he offered his harshest 
criticisms ofU.S. housing, economic, and military policies. 
As we approach Martin Luther King, Jr. day in 2010, let us 
take a brief moment to remember the years of the radical 
Martin Luther King Jr., years that led FBI agent J. Edgar 
Hoover to paint King as “the most dangerous Negro in 
America”, and years that, I believe, ultimately resulted in 
his martyrdom.
What was the radical side of Martin King, Jr.?
The change from a hopeful King who naively believed 
that nonviolent resistance would eventually persuade 
whites to do right toward blacks to a radical, yet hopeful, 
King who began to offer sharper critiques against the 
U.S. government occurred primarily after a trip King 
made to the North, shortly after the Civil Rights Act of 
1964 passed. As King began to realize how entrenched 
racism was in America’s economic and housing systems 
of the North and how devastating poverty was for blacks 
across the nation (and for whites in the rural places of 
the South), he became increasingly convinced that the 
situation for the poor had not changed with the Act of 
1964. He realized a more direct and adamant approach 
was needed if lasting change was ever going to become 
a reality. The approach/response by King was to gather 
together leaders of the civil rights protest movements 
and organize a campaign in which they would march to 
Washington and pose a serious challenge to our nation’s 
leaders. In speeches during 1968, King’s disbelief in 
our government became vividly clear. For example, after 
stating that his dream had turned into a nightmare, he 
would, in a speech entitled “In a Search for a Sense of 
Direction,” proclaim the following:
“ There is something wrong with our nation. Something 
desperately wrong.. ..There is confusion in the land.... 
This is why we’ve made a decision to come to the seat of 
government [and] will seek to say to the nation that i f  you
Please see M LK  on page 4
SEMI-RELEVANT
Before you read this, make sure you read Justin West’s 
story on the front page if you haven’t already. It’s terrif­
ic. In his article West presents a different side of Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Dr. King was certainly a champion for 
civil rights, and for that reason he is rightly celebrated 
by Americans of every ethnicity. He was also prophetic 
in another way. He was prophetic in his critique of the 
United States at a time when injustice in America includ­
ed but extended far beyond race relations. There was, as 
King stated, “Something desperately wrong.” There was, 
“confusion in the land,” and Dr. King had the courage to 
refuse to turn a blind eye to it. Instead he spoke up for 
those in America whose voices were otherwise not heard 
in the halls of power, and he spoke up about the injus­
tice of American operations in Vietnam, knowing that by 
speaking about such issues he risked alienating important 
supporters.
In the face of staunch opposition, and at great risk to 
his own safety and the safety of his family Dr. King contin­
ued to tell the truth to power. If only we could all be half 
as courageous as he was! If only we could all understand
God’s heart for 
justice in the way 
that Dr. King 
did, and if only 
would refuseth e
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we
to accept as nor­
mative the subtle 
racism, sexism, 
classism, and oth­
er -isms that exist
in our society and even in our own hearts.
At the risk of sounding cliché, I believe it is important 
to remember, as we celebrate his birth, that Dr. King’s 
work is not yet done. If you look at his quotes that we 
included on pages four and five, you will find many of 
them to be just as relevant today as they were when he 
uttered them more than 40 years ago. In one sense I find 
this discouraging. Many of the ills that plagued King’s 
generation still plague our own. At times that causes me 
to wonder if we have made any progress at all. But in 
another sense the relevance of his words in encouraging. 
It demonstrates just how great Dr. King was, and they 
inspire me just as I know they continue to inspire millions 
of people around the world to do justice and love mercy. 
Dr. King is a prophet to our generation just as he was a 
prophet to his.
He once said, “Injustice anywhere is a threat to jus­
tice everywhere.” And we still live in a world that is dev­
astated by injustice, a world where we are fed a steady 
diet of reality television and electronic devices that are 
sufficient to lull us into apathy at the injustice that sur­
rounds us. So may we take the opportu­
nity of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 
to remember his passion for justice, 
passion that flows from the heart of 
God. And may we carry that pas­
sion for justice with us and creatively 
practice it personally and corporately 
as we participate in the work of the 
Kingdom of God. 0
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COFFEE w ith Chuck
French Press
By Chuck N orton 6-
May God forgive you, devoted COFFEEwith- 
Chuck reader, if you have now spent years using your 
4-cup automatic brewer while a FP (French Press) was 
hidden some­
where between _  _  ■ ■
sgfSfi How to Use a
backup toaster 
in the deep recesses 
of your kitchen cup­
boards. Those years of 
delicious cups of cof­
fee - squandered as 
it were - were likely due to 
a lack of knowledge about 
proper FP usage. Read 
closely, for this might just 
change your life.
Start by taking out that 
dusty FP (borrowing or 
buying is good too1)) and 
purchasing some qual­
ity coffee beans. We want 
some-thing with low acidity 
(maybe Brazil, India, Ke­
nya, Sumatra) and medium 
to dark roast (light is a bit 
too pungent). Here’s what 
to do next:
1. Start boiling filtered 
water in teaketde.
2. Grind beans coarse­
ly - at least more 
coarse than for drip 
brewing - or get out 
previously ground
bubbles start forming. These are nox-ious little 
acids tryingto free themselves from the water 
(they don’t like coffee, believe it or not). Let 
‘em go, the nasty little buggars.
Take lid/filter and slowly press down just till 
grinds are barely under the water (to wet the 
grinds more), then bring back to top and leave 
the lid on this time. Let this sit with lid on for 
another 2 minutes.3
The moment the coffee is done (four 
minutes total brewing) slowly press 
the filter to the bottom, and serve in 
heated cups.4 DO N O T 
sit and chat with your 
buddies idly as your cof­
fee continues brewing 
till it tastes like charred 
bricks- this is impor­
tant.
8. Enjoy. (And if you 
think about it drop me a 
line if you enjoyed this or 
have questions.
Notes
1 I’ve provided quality 
equipment links online.
2 If unsure, try filling to 
just under the top metal 
rim with water and then 
pouring that into a mea­
suring container to know 
how much to use.
3 I recommend using a 
timer or you’ll end up 
forgetting! (Not that I’ve 
ever done that. No really, 
I haven’t).
4 Pouring hot coffee into 




* ,r - , -. 1 1 / 1  rr j  Got somethin? to say to Chuck? Go to www.cof-
eans i you re azyor ro e ( ut ee g^oun feewithchuck.net to comment on this article, to see more
with an hour of drinking is much better). „vie
Measure two scoops of coffee (coffee scoop is /  1
grams or l/8 th  cup) per 10 oz. water.2 into the 
French press beaker.
When the teaketde whisdes (exactly 200°F) 
pour slowly over grounds so that you get all 
the grounds wet. Do not stir!!
Let this sit with lid off for exacdy 2 min­
utes.*** Watch as grinds sit on top and shiny
Chuck Norton is contemplat­
ing getting the French flag 
tattooed on his entire torso 
to show his gratitude to the 
French for their wonderful 
press.
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/V7Z.A Continued from  page 1
don’t straighten up, and that i f  you do 
not begin to use your vast resources of 
wealth to lift God’s children from the 
dungeons of despair and poverty, then 
you are writing your own obituary. 
We are coming to Washington to say to 
America, ‘straighten up, and fly right. ”
Unfortunately before King could 
complete the journey to Washington 
in 1968 to proclaim this message, he 
was tragically murdered.
The second major critique that 
the radical Martin King made against 
the U.S. between 1965 and his death 
in 1968 concerned its policies in 
Vietnam. Though many of King’s 
friends— both black and white— 
encouraged him to withhold from 
critiquing the U.S.’s involvement in 
what he considered an unjust war, 
King, being strongly influenced by 
the prophetic tradition of the black 
church and his own convictions, 
prophetically spoke out. He did this
knowing that his anti-war protests 
would probably result in white 
moderates withdrawing their financial 
support from the SCLC (Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference). 
Again, the radical King courageously 
and prophetically voiced his opinion: 
“Why has our nation placed itself 
in the position o f being God’s military 
agent on earth, and intervened recklessly 
in Vietnam and the Dominican 
Republic? Why have we substituted the 
arrogant undertaking of policing the 
whole worldfor the high risk of putting 
our own house in order?”
Not only was King willing 
to prophetically challenge the 
government, he also became quite 
aware of the subtle racism and 
hypocrisy of his white moderate and 
liberal friends of the North, who had 
previously supported him. Realizing 
what Malcom X had years earlier, 
the radical King would say of these
hypocritical friends:
|  They applauded us in the sit- 
in movement when we nonviolently 
decided to sit in at lunch counters. They
"The church must be reminded 
that it is not the master or the 
servant of the state, but rather it 
is the conscience of the state. It 
must be the guide and the critic 
of the state, and never its tool. 
If the church does not recapture 
its prophetic zeal, it will become 
an irrelevant social club without 
moral or spiritual authority."
p m
"Nonviolence is the answer to the 
crucial political and moral 
questions of our time...Man must 
evolve for all human conflict a 
method which rejects revenge, 
aggression and retaliation. The 
foundation of such a method is 
love."
"Power at its best is love 
implementing the demands |o 
justice. Justice at its best is lovi 
correcting everything that stari 
against love."
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applauded us on the freedom rides when 
we accepted blows without retaliation. 
They praised us in .. .Birmingham and 
Selma, Alabama. Oh, the press was so 
noble in its applause and.. .praise when 
I would say, ‘Be nonviolent toward
Bull Connor__Be nonviolent to Jim
Clark.’ There is something strangely 
inconsistent about a nation and a 
press that would praise you when you 
say, ‘Be nonviolent toward Jim Clark, ’ 
but will curse and damn you when you 
say, ‘Be nonviolent toward little brown 
Vietnamese children!”
Lastly, in the few years just before 
his death, the radical King began to 
speak specifically against the injustice 
in U.S. economics that covertly 
disguised its racism in much of the 
North. Between 1965 and 1968 
King would say, “What is necessary 
now is to see integration in politics 
where there is a sharing of power,” 
and, “Something is wrong with 
capitalism as it now stands in the
United States....[black persons] are 
not interested in being integrated into 
this value structure....power must be 
relocated, a radical redistribution of 
power must take place.” This critique 
by King would later be described by 
sociologists as King’s wish for the U.S. 
to adopt a democratic socialism.
Much more could be said about 
the events and speeches of King’s life
that occurred roughly between 1965 
and April 4, 1968, including King’s 
“I’ve Been to the Mountaintop” and 
“Against Vietnam.” The point of this 
brief overview of King’s radical side, a 
side which could be described as more 
Malcom-like, is to remind us that, as 
we celebrate another King holiday, we 
should make it a point to remember 
King’s most challenging and most 
demanding prophetic messages that 
often do not receive the attention that 
King intended, and that he might still 
want them to receive. 0
Justin West (2nd year, MDiv, photo unavailable) 
wants to help you understand and appreciate how 
radical Dr. Martin Luther King really was.
"Darkness cannot drive out dark­
ness; only light can do that. Hate 
cannot drive out hate; only love 
can do that. Hate multiplies hate, 
violence multiples violence, and 
toughness multiplies toughness 
in a descending spiral of destruc- 
tion...The chain of eviL.must be 
broken."
"A nation that continues year 
after year to spend more money 
on military defense than on 
programs of social uplift is 
approaching spiritual death."
"The hope of a secure and livable 
world lies with disciplined 
nonconformists who are dedicat­
ed to justice, peace and brother­
hood."
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Recognizing the Emotions of Grief By Janice Strength
Ruth Vuong s sudden and unexpected death has catapulted many in our community 
into a season of mourning. All in our community are affected. Either we are grieving 
ourselves or we know someone who is grieving the loss of Ruth.
Interestingly, we all grieve differ­
ently. Our different approaches to 
grief may come from our history of 
past losses, our ethnicity, our culture, 
our religious traditions and our aware­
ness of our intrapsychic process. As a 
community we need to embrace what 
is known about the grieving process 
so that we may allow ourselves the 
space and time to do our own griev­
ing and also so that we may be pres­
ent to others who are grieving.
As I was doing my daily Bible read­
ing a few days ago “Blessed are those 
who mourn for they will be comforted,” 
(Mt. 5:4) leapt from the page. I’ve 
been busy internally since last Mon­
day, trying to comprehend Ruth’s 
death. It’s hard emotional work. Do­
ing this work of grieving does not 
feel like a blessing at all— it’s discon­
certing, painful and disorienting. I 
offered these thoughts to God as I 
responded to the text. Then I was re­
minded— it’s not that the mourning 
is the blessing, but the blessing comes 
realizing that we will be comforted. 
Nevertheless, frequently in the depth 
of the pain of grief and loss, God not 
only doesn’t seem to be comforting, 
ffe doesn’t even seem to be there. He 
is there—  we know that by faith— 
but sometimes don’t experience his 
presence.
What part do we play in finding 
comfort during our grief* First we 
understand and accept the normal 
manifestations of grief in ourselves 
and in those around us. William 
Worden, in his research based book, 
Grief Counseling and Grief Therapy, 
(2001) provides a number of pieces 
of data that have continued to be 
validated in research about grief. We 
may have manifestations of grief being 
expressed in different ways, through 
feelings, physical sensations, cogni­
tions and behaviors. Today we’ll ad­
dress the feelings, then in subsequent 
articles we’ll address the other three.
What are typical feelings manifest­
ed during grieving?
Anger is often a primary manifes­
tation of grief. It is very important to 
identity that our anger often comes 
from two sources: (l) a sense of frus­
tration that there was nothing we 
could do to prevent the death, and 
(2) a kind of regression— to feeling 
helpless, feeling unable to exist with­
out the person. How we handle our 
anger is crucial. We may displace it 
on to physicians, God, family mem­
bers, insensitive friends, or even the 
person who died. On the other ex­
treme we may feel guilt. We may turn 
anger against ourselves and find rea­
sons to blame ourselves for the death. 
Usually we go back over events sur­
rounding the death to discern what 
we could have done differently to 
prevent the death. However, when we 
don’t acknowledge and process our 
anger it frequently leads to a compli­
cated bereavement. The best course 
is to identify our angry feelings and 
acknowledge ways in which we are 
blaming others or ourselves.
Anxiety is also commonly pres­
ent during times of grief. It can range 
from vague insecure feelings to com­
plete panic attacks. We may fear be­
ing unable to carry on without the 
person who died or we may also be­
come aware of our own finitude. The 
consideration of our own death can 
be extremely frightening for some. 
Shock and helplessness, akin to anxi­
ety, are often more pronounced in a 
sudden deaths. Numbness, a com­
plete lack of feelings, comes when 
we are overwhelmed with many feel­
ings. This is also common in a sudden 
death especially in the first few hours 
and days.
Sadness, of course, comes with any
loss, even small ones. Fatigue may ac­
company this sadness expressed as ap­
athy or listlessness. Yearning or pin­
ing for the person develops as time 
goes on. The closer we were to the 
person who died, the more intense 
our yearning will likely be. Converse­
ly, some may feel emancipation when 
the person who died was tyrannical. 
Relief is common after a loved one 
has suffered a long death process.
It is important to recognize that all 
of these feelings are normal manifes­
tations of grief. How we handle them 
may carry us forward in the grief pro­
cess or could lead to problems. The 
important thing now is to be aware 
and recognize these feelings in our­
selves. On the other hand, we don’t 
need to manufacture feelings if they 
are not present. We need time to be 
still and feel, but also time to be with 
others to discuss our feelings. Walk­
ing, exercising, journaling or express­
ing our feelings in various art forms 
may be helpful.
As we become aware of what is 
normal in the grief process, we be­
come calmer and begin to appreciate 
that we are part of the human race. 
We may also bring any of our feelings 
of grief in prayer to God, our loving 
heavenly Father. He may not remove 
them, but at least he’ll be with us in 
them even if we don’t sense his pres­
ence. “All praise to God, the Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. God is our merci­
fu l Father and the source o f all comfort. 
He comforts us in all our troubles so that 
we can comfort others. When they are 
troubled, we will be able to give them 
the same comfort God has given us. ” 2 
Cor 1: 3-4. El
Janice Strength, PhD, is an 
adjunct professor in SOP. 
She will be contributing 
three articles about grief to 
the SEMI this quarter.
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IS YOUR HUSBAND A NEW STUDENT AT FULLER? All stu­
dent wives are invited to join SUPPORT, the 
Bible study, prayer and fellowship group just 
for you!
SUPPORT has two distinct meeting times, 
so choose the one that is best for you or come 
try both:
Wednesday Mornings, 9:00—11:00 a.m. 
Pasadena Presbyterian Church, 3rdfloor. 
(Corner of Colorado Blvd. and Madison 
Ave.) Childcare is provided for children 0-5 
years.
Thursday Evenings, 7:00—9:00p.m . Chang 
Commons. Fuller housing complex on N. 
Madison. Theme Room 2. (Enter from the 
Oakland side, through the tot lot.) No 
childcare provided. For more information 
contact: Heather Henry at 415.497.9194. 
heatherhenry44@yahoo.com.
WINTER QUARTER 2010 MINISTRY ENRICHMENT 
SEMINARS FROM FIELD EDUCTION
Week 5: Self-care for Pastors: Attending to the 
Mind, Body and Spirit. Presenter: Dr. Alexis 
Abernethy, a clinical psychologist and pro­
fessor in the School of Psychology. Monday, 
February 8, 2010, 11:00 - 1:00 pm. Confer­
ence Room 220 (2nd Floor, 490 E. Walnut 
St. Directly across from the bookstore)
Week 6: Recognizing and Helping Those 
with Mental Illness in the Church. Presenter: 
Rev. Dr. James Stout, author of Bipolar Dis­
order: Rebuilding Your Life. Time: Friday, 
February 19, 2010, l:00pm-3:00pm Place: 
Payton 101.
CHINESE STUDENT FELLOWSHIP (CSF) 
10a.m .-lla.m ., Thursdays in the Tntemational 
Students Concerns Committee Room (above the 
ISO Food Bank garage, behind Taylor Hall.)
For more info, contact Teng-Kuan Ng at 
tengkuan_ng@fuller. edu.
UPCOMING SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY LECTURES SPRING 
2010 Dr. Scott Cormode and Dr. Clayton 
Schmit will be giving their Professorial In­
augural Lectures on April 6 and April 20, 
2010, respectively. O n May 5-6 Dr. Luke 
Timothy Johnson, New Testament professor 
from Candler School of Theology, will give 
the lecture for The 2010 Payton Lecture­
ship. All are invited to attend. For more in­
formation contact the SOT Dean’s Office at 
626-584-5300 or theology@fuller.edu.
Town Hall Meeting with the Provost
By Peter Gent, Vice President for Student Life
J O B S
NOW/
ALL SEMINARY CHAPEL
A  T IM E  T O  R E M E M B E R ,  C E L E B R A T E ,  A N D  A C T
PaStor Ja£on ft. Barr t Satnlor PeiStor a t Mac edoma. Be^pttSt C/ji/rC Ai 
M artin L estfer &ng Jr. & C orettrt S c o tt &ng Ca/eoration




So there were three deans and a provost who walked into a bar... Err, actually, this isn't a joke and it will be Travis Auditorium, not a 
bar. On January 28, ASC is sponsoring a Town Hall meeting with the Provost and the Deans of SOT, SIS, and SOP.
Will the library be returning to full operating hours anytime soon? Who decides what's on the menu at the Refectory? How do the 
new MA core courses affect current students? Is Dr. Mouw running 
for President (of the USA) in 2012? What's the difference between 
an emphasis and a concentration? Can somebody please explain 
the recent restructuring report?
Ask these or any other questions at the Town Hall Meeting. This 
is your chance to interact with key administrative leaders at Fuller 
and find out what is happening around campus.




5:00 pm to 6:30 pm 
(refreshments provided @ 4:45pm) E l
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ANNOUNCEMENT
FALL OCT 17 WINTER JAN 23 SPRING APR 17
Wmr
m
FULLER PRAYER RETREATS at the ARBORETUM
MEETING LOCATION: Fuller Catalyst 
Third Saturday of the quarter 
8:30  a . m . -  12:30  p . m .
COST: $10 for students with ID 
$12 for non students
RETREAT LEADERS: Chris Murphy and Courtney Bacon. For more info or to pre-register 
contact the Student Life Office at 626.584.5435 or sls-office@fuller.edu.
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